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CHAPTER I. 

^ Let every kindred, — every tribe, 

On this terrestrial ball, 
To Christ all majesty ascribe, 
And crown him Lord of all. 

* mother,' said Delia Claiborne as she re- 
turned home from school one afternoon, ' you 
do not know how happy the sight of the tea- 
table makes me.' 

Mrs. Claiborne. It is not such a novel 
sight that I should expect it would produce so 
much pleasure. 

Delia. Do you know mother, that cousm 
Cornelia promised to tell us about the Arkan- 
sas Mission in the bower, VavKva^vaX!^^ «Sx««. 
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Cornelia. Yes; but the American Board 
of Missions fitted out a mission family, who 
soon followed them to that country. 

Jerome. Who went, and when did they 

go? 

Cornelia. It was about eighteen months 

after the mission at Brainerd was established, 
that a formal request was made by the princi- 
pal chiefs among the emigrants to the Arkansas 
Territory, to have a similar mission established 
on the west side of the liver in their new coun- 
try. A conference or talk ivas held with them, 
which was followed by other measures j)repar- 
atory to the future settlement of missionaries 
among them. 

The Rev. Alfred Finney and the Rev. Ce- 
phas Washburn were designated as missiona- 
ries for the contemplated station. The l?oard 
of Commissioners appointed the former to 
make an exploring tour through the Arkansas 
country, and select a suitable pbce for a mis- 
noD. The latter went to GeorgLa, ^.-s ^ \w\s- 
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sionary, to labor a few months in tb»t State 
and then join Mr. Finney, who left Vermom 
with liis wife and Miss Washburn, and wen 
directly to llockaway, New Jersey, and ir 

company with Mr. Conger, Mr. Vaill, Mr 
Motte, and Mr. Talmage, with their wives anc 
C:)ildren, all consecrated to the service o 
Christ among the heathen, proceeded to Bral 
nerd. 

Mrs. Claiborne. What an undertaking foi 
families witli young children ; how many wen 
there in the company ? 

Cornelia. Mr. Conger had five ; the old 
est fourteen, tiic youngest two. Mr. Vaill ha< 
a large family of very promising children, thret 
of whom fell sick a short time before their dc 
parture from home; two of them died, am 
were laid in the same grave. The other gen 
tiemen from New Jersey had been recently 
married. 

H<;re Mrs. Summers very unexpectedl; 
ca})od, and was easily persuaded to sit dowi 
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and take a social cup of lea with the family, 
and after repeating a part of the conversation 
that had passed, Cornelia proceeded. 

This company left Rockaway on the last day 
of Septemher, 1819, and reached the seat of 
government the ninth of October. There the 
superintendent of Indian trade and several 
other officers of government, paid them many 
grateful attentions, and expressed much inter- 
est in all their benevolent plans for the promo- 
tion of Indian reform. They left Washington 
with letters to the governor of Arkansas, and 
many of the United States' agents in that re- 
gion, and continued their journey without meet- 
ing any uncommon adventures. When they 
entered the Jndian country, they were met by 
■Mr. Washburn, who had fulfilled his mission in 
Georgia and been waiting for them at Brainerd 
some time. Hearing of their approach, he and 
Milo Hoyt went out to meet and conduct them 
to the missionary station, where they were wel- 
comed with hearty expressions of joy and glad- 
ness. 
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After resting two or three weeks, in which 
time they visited many persons and places, Mr* 
Finney and Mr. Washburn, with their wives, 
and Miss Minerva Washburn, took an affection- 
ate leave of their friends at Brainerd, and pur- 
sued their way through the wilderness to Mr. 
Kingsbury's new establishment in the Choctaw 
nation. 

Delia. How far was it from Brainerd ? 

Cornelia. About four hundred miles, over 
the most dangerous roads, swamps, creeks and 
mountains, you can imagine. But few of the 
creeks had bridges or ferry ways, and the water 
being generally muddy, it was impossible to 
determine the depth, until the horses waded in, 

Mrs. Claiborne. I should not willingly try 
such ^an experiment. Were they not often 
deceived ? 

Cornelia. Yes ; their trials were very 
great, and could not be remedied. The long 
and heavy rains had made the roads unusually 
bad^ and had swollen the small streams to an 
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uncommon size ; it often happened that after 
entering what they hoped was a shallow stream, 
the horse and wagon would sink so deep as to 
wet all their baggage at a single plunge, or be 
stopped by logs, which lay under the water as 
high as the axle-tree. 

Delia. What did the poor women do ? 

Cornelia. They could do nothing but sit 
in the wagons filled with water, with their in- 
fants on their laps, till their husbands carried 
them in their arms to the shore, seated them 
on the bank, and returned, working sometimes 
an hour in the water, waist high, before they 
could get the horse and carriage free from their 
entanglement in the logs, and perhaps they 
would hardly have replaced their family in the 
carriage, reached the opposite shore in safety, 
and think now we shall ride with comfort, be- 
fore their horses and wagons would suddenly 
sink in the mire up to the body. 

Mrs. Claiborne. Wliat was the occasion 
ofit? 
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Cornelia » In that country, sloughs are 
common and very dangerous, because the sur- 
face is so like the other ground, that you sus- 
pect nothing till }'0u plunge in a moment three 
feet or more ; tlie first shock is so great, you 
feel as if the earth had opened and was swal- 
lowing you up alive. Mr. Finney's hat was 
knocked ofi on one of these occasions, carried 
down by the wheels, and never heard from 
again. 

Andrew. How could he travel without a 
hat ? 

Cornelia. He tied a handkerchief about 
his head, after the prevailing fashion of the 
country in those days. 

Delia. What became of the horses ? Could 
they be taken out alive ? 

Cornelia. Yes ; but the labor and perplex- 
ity werer great ; after unharnessing the horses, 
unloading the wagons, and prying with levers 
till they were nearly exhausted, they never 
failed of final success. 
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Jerome. I hope there were few such 
sloughs. 

Cornelia. They passed several of them, 
and no doubt they were quite numerous. This 
journey was uncommonly fatiguing ; they were 
obliged to sleep out of doors fourteen nights, 
several of them were cold and stormy, it both 
snowed and rained, and the wind was strong 
and piercing. 

Mrs. Claiborne, Is it possible they could 
suffer so much without being sick? 

Cornelia. It was matter of astonishment to 
their friends, that they survived the perils of 
their pilgrimage through this trackless wilder- 
ness, for the ladies who were carried through 
these scenes of trial were delicate women, un- 
used to hardship and exposure. I have read 
somewhere that ' God tempers the wind to the 
shorn lamb,' and doubdess it was the sense of 
his presence that sustained and comforted them 
througH'tne dangers of this journey, and pre- 
served them from serious illuess. ^ow \»».^ 
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Mrs. Summers, that men and women so re- 
gardless of selfish considerations, should want 
the pecuniary means of accomplishing their 
largest desires. 

Mrs, Summers. I will only answer for my- 
self, when I say, this account shames and con- 
demns me for self indulgence and want of be- 
nevolence. 

I hope the society we have formed will add 
a little to the means of furnishing instruction to 
some of the tribe to whom these self-denying 
missionaries were bound, when they suffered so 
much fatigue and sorrow. 

Delia. Were no other persons sent to the 
Arkansas ? 

Cornelia. Yes, several others followed 
them ; the first were Mr. Hitchcock, of Brim- 
field, Massachusetts, and Mr. Orr, from Gro- . 
ton. New York. The American Board re- 
ceived quite a number of young men as mis- 
sionaries and assistants, about the same time, 
some of whom had beeiv desv^^Vft^ Vi "^ofc 
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Choctaw Indians. Among them was a Mr. 
Joel Wood, who had a short time previous 
married a daughter of the Rev. Mr. Williams, 
of Saratoga county, in the State of New Yoric* 
This good minister accompanied his daughter 
and son-in-law, as far as Groton, where Mr. 
Orr resided. Unforeseen circumstances had 
prevented Mr. Orr from setting out on his 
missionary enterprise for several months, and 
he, from a desire of usefully filling up this 
period, had made an unsuccessful journey to 
Pennsylvania to procure a school, and returned 
somewhat depressed, the day before Mr. Wood 
arrived at Groton with unexpected instructions 
from the Prudential Committee, to stop at Gro- 
ton and take Mr. Orr on their way to the 
Cherokee country. 

When Mr. Wood first arrived at Groton, he 
was told that Mr. Orr had gone to Pennsylva- 
nia, which cast a deep shade of gloom over his 
whole party. A person standing by told them 
/Aat the Rev, Mr. Dean, the minister of Gro- 
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ton, had appointed a day of fasting and prayer, 
and the people were that moment engaged in 
their public morning services — ^they all repaired 
to. the meeting-house ; after the services closed, 
the strangers were introduced to Mr. Dean. 
Mr. Orr came forward, and for the first time 
saw and welcomed his new friends. This 
sudden and unexpected call deeply affected 
Mr. Oar's friends, and his own feelings were 
not unmoved ; however he immediately con- 
sented to depart on the morrow, if it were 
necessary. 

At the close of the afternoon exercises, the 
congregation were made acquainted with all 
the circumstances and arrangements that had 
been made. The Lord had prepared the 
church to hear the intelligence with unusual 
interest; the claims of the heathen seemed 
presented in a new light, they saw and felt 
their miseries, as they had never done before, 
and all appeared anxious to impart something 
to furnish relief — even the c\i\V&t^w ^l "^^^^a^^ 



Pelliam, if proper niKasufe i 
parents, superiiiteadents and teaclW 
bath schools, a missionary spiril] 
Bwaltened and cherished among o 
and young people, that would ;;i'e 
(he happiness of families, the pi 
Sabbath schools, and the Success ol 
in heathen countries i" 

Cornelia. I do indeed, Mrs. Su 
cajiOot express the desire 1 have 
fl .missionary association in evej 
■lb|Dl in the country. - 

^^1^. Sum mers. How soot^B 
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Cornelia* I believe every word you say, 
Mrs. Summers. I have often felt grieved, as 
I sat at my window, opposite a shop filled with 
all manner of sweatipeats, to see the flocks of 
children, who resorted to it in the course of an 
afternoon. Many parents feel, that a few 
cents are hardly worth a thought, if spent 
one or two at a time, but I know children 
whose annual expenditures, for toys and con- 
fectionary, would more than cover the expen- 
ses of schooling a heathen child, connected 
with iilmost any of our missionary establish- 
ments. I do hope the time will soon come, 
when the current of public opinion will open a 
new channel for these .tiny streams, that they 
may flow into some reservoir, which furnishes 
the water of life to the perishing heathen. I 
hope, ladies, you will excuse this long digres- 
sion. 

Mrs. Claiborne. Certainly, my dear, and 
I hope we may profit by it. 

CoxDelia then pursued her narrative a.wd%*?^\4% 



>reacbed upon tbe occasion, and m 
)rHyers for him aad his associates v 
—be made a most aHecliag addr 
;hurGh, ihe singers and congregai 
lowed from every eye, the church 
lard parting with him, at the same 
ejoiced that he was willing literally 
Jl for Christ, and viewed it an bone 
lad prepared one of their oiimher Ic 
ucb a noble, self-denying enterprise 
While he gave the parting ham 
roihcr and sister of the church, e 
S^'tned to melt anetv, and all wept 
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Cornelia, Yes ; he was their youngest son, 
and very dear to them ; his brothers, sisters 
and other family connexions, all assembled at 
the bouse of his aged parents to witness his 
final departure ; prayers were offered, a hymn 
sung, and with mingled emotions of joy and 
grief, they exchanged the parting embrace. 
Mr. Orr pursued his way to a heathen land 
followed hy the prayers of an affectionate fam- 
ily? and cfiurch. 

Mrs. Summers, Is it extravagant to say, 
that in all probability he was instrumental of 
more good to his church and friends by going 
to the heathen, than he would have been by 
living and dying in the midst of them ? 

Cornelia. No, Mrs. Summers, the benevo- 
lent impulse they received at the time of his 
departure, was productive of more Christian 
effort than it is likely he would ever have oc- 
casioned had he never thought of leaving 
them. 

Delia, Did Mr. Orr and Mr. Hitchcock 

travel together ? 
A 2* 
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with the utmost kindness, and he cordially 
oilered them all the assistance in his power, 
prepared the necessary papers, and made such 
arrangements as were needful. Just as they 
were ready to take leave of him, Mr. Orr and 
Mr. Hitchcock arrived. After a little delay, 
ihey proceeded, laden with provisions. 

Delia. How did they convey their pro- 
visions ? 

Cornelia. Upon horses. They had en- 
gaged two faired men, while at Mr. Kings- 
bury's, to follow them to the Post; the men 
set out according to agreement, but lost them- 
selves, and wandered among the swamps and 
creeks of the Mississippi, until they were 
almost famished; their horses also were 
brought nearly to death from fatigue and want. 
During their tedious journey from the Arkan- 
sas Post to the scene of their future operations, 
tlie whole party su&red more or less from 
sickness. Mr. Finney was first attacked with 
fever, which ran very high ; then Mr. Wash- 
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burn, whose life was in imminent danger for a 
time; Mr. Orr and Mr. Hitchcock suffered 
much. They were obliged to sleep on the 
damp ground, which, with unsuitable diet 
greatly increased their disorders. At iengtl 
they reached the residence of the United 
States' Agent, attended a council of the Chero- 
kecs, explained their object in coming, de- 
scribed the school they wished to establish, and 
requested permission to select a place to erect 
a dwelling and school- house. The chiefs 
heard all they had to say with much patience; 
but manifested no farther interest, till the head 
chief was told they were the missionaries 
promised to their late king Talon-tis-kee, twc 
or three years before. On hearing this, the 
sable countenance of the warrior brightened 
with joy, and he offered them the privilege ol 
choosing a place for the dwelling-house of the 
mission family. 

After much examination, a site was selected 
on the twenty-fifth of August, about five mijea 
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Eiboi/e the junction of the Illinois creek with the 
rive r Arkansas. It was upon a beautiful emi- 
aen«ce, covered with lofty oak and pine, a bold 
spri ng of pure water gushed out a little below 
in f^reat abundance, to supply the wants of a 
QUE nerous family. 

i Dn the fourth of September, the missiona- 
riei !, with their assistants, repaired to this spot, 
ancl in the most solemn manner, consecrated 
the mselves and the place to their God and Re- 
dec }mer. Within a month, one log cabin was 
cotnpleted, and another begun. In October, 
Mr . Finney and Mr. Washburn thought it ex- 
pa dient to return for their wives and children, 
lee iving Mr. Orr and Mr. Hitchcock with the 
tw o hired men, to make further preparation for 
a X school, and to cultivate the land. 

Delia. I hope their journey back was not 
aa toilsome and dangerous, as it was in going 
ou t to the Cherokee settlement. 

Cornelia. It was quite as much so. It 
wc >uld take me hours to relate their wearisome 



»i.n! oiiu iiieie a Kiuu-rieanea ora 
Jniied StalBs' army showed humane 
nd grateful aUenlions ; but I must 
lany sorrowrul and suffering scenei 
lai tliey arrived at ]VIr. Kingsbury 
reiMy-fifth of December, in so weak 
rafale a condition,* llJat iliey were i 
jcend ihe bank of ihe creek upon lii 
id knees, not liaving strength to w 
ere ten days travelling ihe last bun 
"y ■ miles on horseback ; ' their ho 
instantly racked wkh intoierahle paj 
B^chiUed and burnt by violin 
^■."Repose was seldom moj^l 
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Cornelia. About seven months ; during the 
whole time they had never heard from their 
(anfiilies but once, and were in greater igno- 
rance of every thing passing in New England. 

Delia. Is there no possible intercourse be- 
tween that part' of the country and this? 

Cornelia. Yes ; the difficulty lay in some- 

« 

thing wrong in the post-office department, 
which being remedied, communications were 
made with the same ease and punctuality as 
formerly. 

Mrs. Summers. How did these missiona- 
ries support their afflictions ? 

Cornelia. With Christian heroism. They 
were humble, patient, and resigned. They 
determined to do all their strength and ability 
would allow, and leave the event with God. 

Delia. How long did they stop in the 
Choctaw nation the second time ? 

Cornelia. From the twenty-fifth of De- 
cember till the twenty-fifth of March, during 
whicb turn! they finely recYuvVeA. \^\tfi.v\^^^ 
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acres, and fitted it for the plough, and 
felled the trees on six acres more, besides 
planting three acres, and almost completing 
two log-bouses. 

Mrs. ClaUfome. Were not blacksmiths and 
other mechanics as necessary at Dwight as 
at Brainerd ? 

Cornelia. Yes, aunt, and the Prudential 
Committee sent on a reinforcement as early as 
possible, consisting of two Mr. Hitchcocks, one 
a brother of Mr. Hitchcock, at Dwight; two 
ladies, Miss Stetson and Miss Brown, went 
with them. This company started from Brim- 
field, Massachusetts, in September, 1821, and 
had a pleasant journey to Pennsylvania, where 
Mr. Hitchcock was taken ill of fever, which 
put a period to lus life on the ninth day. 

Mrs. Claibome. What a trial to his fellow- 
traveDers ! • 

Cornelia. It was a heavy affliction ; but 
they were carried through it remarkably. 

JIfr*. Swnmers, How did Mi. 'SwOcv^^j^ 

appear in view of death ? 
3 
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Cornelia. Tranquil and resigned ; be man- 
ifested a most excellent spirit from the first. 
Soon after he was confined to his bed, he 
spoke as though he almost fully expected his 
sickness would terminate in death, and said re- 
peatedly, if it should, he wished his compan- 
ions to proceed on their journey as far as Ohio, 
where they might consult an agent of the Board 
about their future course. 

At intervals, his mind wandered as his dis- 
ease increased, till toward the last, his reason 
and speech failed entirely. Mr. Hitchcock 
kept a diary, and I will read a few extracts 
from what he wrote in it, two days before his 
fatal illness. (Reads) ' I do not hesitate a 
moment on the ground that I shall not glorify 
God in this act of benevolence ; but I am de- 
termined, let the event on my part be what it 
may, to persevere ip the way I have chosen ; 
to go to the heathen, not knowing what shall 
befall me on my way, or after I shall arrive ; 
and I desire to say with Paul, " I am not only 
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ready to be bound, but to die for the name of 
the Lord Jesus." ' The next day he wrote, 
* Whether I die on my way in this enterprise 
for the salvation of souls, or arrive at the spot, 
destined for my labors among the heathen, 
there to suffer much toil, and pain, and hard- 
ship, and there to drop into the dust, I think I 
shall never regret embarking in this glorious 
cause. May this be my motto, wherever God 
in his Providence shall call me, " lAfe and 
death to me are equaV^ All his language and 
deportment corresponded with this motto, 
which contained the last words he ever wrote. 

Delia. Did the other missionaries proceed 
with the females to the Cherokee country ? 

Cornelia. He did ; and so prosperous was 
their journey, they reached Dwight on the 
twenty-second of December, 1821. In less 
than three weeks afterwards, the school com- 
menced, and filled up so rapidly that early in 
May it consisted of fifty scholars. The whole 
establishment was conducted upon the %^t^^ 
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principles, and the plan was so exactly like die 
one at Brainerd, that a particular description 
would be tiresome and useless. 

Mrs, Claiborne. Did the Cherokees live 
in harmony with the neighboring tribes ? 

Cornelia. The sages were the only tribe 
in their immediate vicinity: with them the 
Cherokees had long been at variance, and in 
their repeated skirmishes lives had been lost on 
both sides, and many scalps exhibited as tro- 
phies of victory ; but m August, 1821j a treaty 
was formed and ratified between the two tribes, 
and the chiefs and warriors of both nations 
smoked the pipe of peace together in great 
harmony. 

J)Jj's. Summers. How far was Dwight from 
the stations on the east side of the Mississippi ? 

Cornelia. Nearly five hundred miles. 
They felt at a great remove from the Christian 
wortij and almost buried in the wilderness for 
a time. 

Delia. I suppose they seldom recaved 
company. 
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Cornelia. They were not exposed to as 
much cpmpany as the missionaries at Brainerd^ 
yet they had calls from Governor M[iIIer, th^ 
agent of government, and almost every person 
who travelled through the country, friendly to 
religious institutions ; besides emigrants to the 
southern country, who generally called. 

Mrs. Summers. Were the emigrants nu- 
merous ? 

Cornelia.^ Considerably so; their condi- 
tion was often deplorable ; the mission family 
were deeply affected, when they witnessed 
what privations and hardships are encountered 
for the hope of worldly gain, and thought if 
Christians could look upon them, they would 
blush at the remembrance of their past neglects 
of duty, from love to personal ease, and lack of 
zeal in the cause of truth and holiness. 

Delia. It is still surprising to me, cousin, 
how genteel and refined gentlemen and ladies 
can turn their backs upon the comforts and 
pleasures of friends and home, to go and labor 
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like slaves, live in log-huts, and wear them- 
selves out in keeping school, preaching, and 
learning the Indians how to plough, hoe, and 
spin, all without pay ! 

Cornelia. I presume, Delia, it will remain 
a mystery to you, unless it shall please God to 
grant you genume conversion ; then you will 
feel the spiritual wants and woes of the poor 
heathen, see the gloom and thick darkness that 
broods over their grave, and view by the eye 
of faith the horrors of that world where hope 
never enters ; then turning from these painful 
scenes to the glories of heaven, which have 
been purchased by the agonies and blood of 
the Son of God, you will not so much wonder 
that missionaries are willing to go and persuade 
the heathen to accept of those blessed man- 
sions, as that Christians can stay at home, for- 
getful of the obligations of the gospel, which 
bind them to use all they are allowed to call 
theirs for the glory of God and the salvation of 
men^ equally with those who literally forsake 
all for Christ. 
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Mrs. Claiborne. Comelia, you do not sup- 
pose that it is as much your duty to labor ror 
the salvation of the heathen, as it is for Mr. 
Kingsbury, do you ? 

Comelia. Not in the same way, aunt ; but 
I feel as much bound by the vows I took upon 
myself when I joined the church, to live and 
labor with as much singleness of heart for the 
advancement of the Redeemer's kingdom on 
eartli, as Mr. Kbgsbury or any other mission- 
ary in the world. And I believe that every 
professor of religion, as well as myself, is under 
as strong obligations to pray for the heathen, 
and earn money, and to save it by prudent 
economy, to expend in supporting missiona- 
ries ,as the missionaries are, on heathen ground, 
to preach and teach and devise and execute 
their various plans to bring the heathen under 
the influence of Christianity and civilization. 

Mrs. Claiborne. Do you believe all pro- 
fessors of religion think as you do ? 

ComelitL I do not know, aunt, what passes 
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in the hearts of professors ; but with their lipe 
tRey acknowledge themselves to be no longei 
their own; that they have been bought, and 
with no less price than a Saviour's blood ; thai 
they cordially choose him for their portion, and 
promise to be his servants forever. 

Mrs. Claiborne. I believe that all you say, 
and much more, is implied in a public profes- 
sion of religion. I wonder so many have the 
courage to make one. 

Cornelia. I hope, my dear aunt, you do 
not suppose it requires more courage to obey a 
command of Christ, especially one so plain, 
positive, and simple as confessing him before 
men, than to neglect and refuse compliance. 
The Bible is very explicit on the subject of a 
religious profession, its rules are clearly laid 
down, and if we study it with diligence, our 
duties to Christ, our own souls, and those of 
our friends, and even the heathen will appear 
to us very plain and pointed, and T think our 
happiness will be in proportion to our fidelity 
/a dlschargiag them. 
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Talbot, Come, ladies, do let me wait on 
you to our beautiful bower. 
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CHAPTER II. 

' Oh that salvation might proceed 

From Zion*8 sacred place, 
Till Israel's captives all are freed, 

And sing recovering grace.' 

Mrs. Claiborne, Mrs. Summers, Miss Cor- 
Delia and the children were hardly seated in 
the bower before Jerome said, ^Were the 
scholars at Dwight as agreeable as those in the 
sohool at Brainerd ?' 

Cornelia. Yes, quite as agreeable ; the mis- 
sionaries always speak of them in their letters 
and journals with much affection, and describe 
them gentle, and docile, handsome, intelligent, 
and to a considerable degree industrious. 

Mrs. Claiborne. Are their parents grateful 
to the missionaries for the labor thus bestowed 
upon their children? 
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Cornelia. They are now much more so 
than in the fir^t years of the mission; then 
many appeared 'to think and Yeel that they coi>- 
ferred a favor upon the missionaries whenever 
they gave up their children to be educated, or 
consented to receive instruction themselves. 

Mrs. Claiborne. Was the preaching of the 
gospel as successful at Dwight as on the other 
side of the Mississippi ? 

Cornelia. Perhaps not, though divine truth 
was set home upon the hearts of a few, who 
ultimately became active, fruitful Christians. 
In May, 1824, two females were received into 
the church ; one of them a half sister of Catha- 
rine Brown, the other was a woman fifty or 
sixty years old, named Naomi, extremely igno- 
rant, but she gave very satisfactory evidence of 
love to Christ, and ever afterwards lived a con- 
sistent Christian life. She was the daughter of 
a warrior of considerable reputation in Willis 
Valley, on the east side of the Mississippi, and 
removed to the Arkansas in 1818. Her neigh- 
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bors were attached to her for the kindness and 
honesty she always manifested. Before her 
mind was changed, her greatest defect was 
peevishness. Soon after she was admitted to 
the church, many accusations were brought 
against Naomi by those who hated the mission- J^ 
aries and the gospel which they preached ; ,aH 
these persecutions she bore with the greatest 
patience, forbearing to retaliate, humbly, Sit- 
ing upon God, and praying for her enemies. 
Her conduct was examined, and every charge 
proved false. 

She had an only son, who fell sick and died 
of consumption, not many months after she 
united with the church; after his illness be- 
came serious, he expressed a wish to live with 
the missionaries, and his mother accompanied 
him to the mission family, whose instructions, 
it is believed, were owned of God to the salva- 
tion of his soul. In this season of affliction^ 
Naomi's Christian consolations enabled her to 
tiSidnph in Christ. Her own death w^^ w^^\\ 
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because there were so few persons attached to 
the mission. Some of these evils, connected 
with want of help, were partly remedied 
after Mr. Brown went over the river and 
settled for a time in the vicinity of Dwight* 
They attended meetings, prayed and ex- 
horted in Cherokee, and were rich blessbgs 
to their adult countrymen. David Brown la- 
bored with the chiefs and people of the Arkan- 
sas, until they called a council, enacted laws 
and transacted much business for the promo- 
tion of religion and civilization. At this coun- 
cil, a National Committee was chosen^ to hold 
their office four years, and David was appointed 
Secretary. Two of this honorable committee, 
John Jolly, the President, and Black Fox, be- 
came so friendly to the missionaries that theji 
urged them to come and preach at their houses. 
Talbot. Did they go ? • 

Cornelia. Yes * Mr. Washburn set out 
early in January, 1825, and made a preachmg 
tour of two or three weeks. During this ex- 
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soul was immortal was as wonderful news, \6 
many who came to hear preaching, as the 
birth, life, miracles, and death of Christ. Mr. 
Washburn read and expounded the parable of 
the prodigal son one day to a company of men^ 
who appeared to feel interested. When be 
ceased speaking, one of them, named hong 
Knife, asked how we came into the world, and 
bow we became sinners? These questions led 
to a history of the creation, apostasy, and re- 
demption through the atonement of Christ. 
After hearing it with many close applications, 
be wished to know what the law of God was ; 
for if such dreadful consequences followed the 
breaking -of it, he wished to know all that was 
required and forbidden, that he might no more 
disobey. 

Talbot. Had the missionaries time to in- 
struct all wft) came to them for that purpose ? 

Cornelia. No ; they were obliged to limit 
their school to sixty, and could not go to such 
a distance as they desired to attend TSNfi^vxsi^^ 

4 
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Talbot. Did they make such a foolish bar- 
^in as to give up all their improvements, and 
receive only wild uncultivated land in return ? 

Cornelia. No, cousin Talbot ; the United 
States promised to have all their property ap- 
praised, and the value of all the itttpr6tvemeq{s 
paid into their hands ; that the buildings and 
land belonging to the agency should be sold, 
and the avails appropriated to erecting saw and 
grist-mills for their use, upon the land they re- 
ceived in exchange. The United States' gov- 
ernment also promised fifty thousand dollars to 
pay them for their trouble of removing, and 
six thousand more within three years as an 
equivalent for the inconveniences they would 
have to encounter in forming a new settlement ; 
and between eight and nine thousand more 
were promised, to pay theaiia full for all the 
depredatio&s and injuiTes^Urey had sustained 
from United States' citis^s and Indians pre- 
vious to the formation of this treaty. Two 
thousand a year, for ten years, were also to ha 
4* 
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paid for the education of Cherokee youth in 
literature and the mechanic arts; and cm 
thousand dollars towards the establishment of ft 
printing-press solely for their use. 

Talbot. This removal must have been a 
heavy pecuniary loss to the Board of Missioo!U 

Cornelia. No, Talbot ; government agreed 
to pay as much for the building of a new estab- 
lishment, as the one at Dwight cost them. 

Jerome. Was this treaty pleasing to the 
nation ? 

Cornelia. No ; it occasioned much dissatis- 
faction. 

Jerome. How far off were the lands fat 
which they exchanged their improvements ? 

Cornelia. About a hundred miles west of 
Dwight, on the western bank of the river Sa- 
lisa, which falls into the Arkansas. 

Mrs. ClaibomS. * Did not this removal oc- 
casion much difficulty and confusion m the 
missionary movements ? 

Cof%elia. YeS| aunt, it was a scene of deep 
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to the missionaries; tbey bad been 
prospered in a new school at a place called 
Mulberry, and between thirty and forty scholars 
had commenced study under very favorable 
oircumstaaces. The school at Dwight con- 
tained sixty interestbg scholars, making fine 
prepress: in knowledge and civilization. The 
church was in a happy, thriving condition, 
bound together by the strong ties of Christian 
love, and common interest. 
Mrs. Claiborne* How large was the church ? 

Cornelia. Sixteen members had^ been ad- 
mitted, three of whom had died in the faith. 
. Mrs. Claiborne. This removal must have 
been a serious check to improvement. 

Cornelia* It was a most perplexing, dis- 
heartening afiair. The gospel had partially 
triumphed over some of the grossest heathenish 
practices, and increasing light gave promise of 
a brighter day. 

Mrs. Claibome. What were the most 
prominent vices of the Indians^ whea th^ \s^ 
sion was first commenced) 
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Cornelia. Drunkenness, lewdness, gambling, 
polygamy, witchcraft, and infanticide. 

Andrew. What is infanticide, cousin Cor- 
nelia ? 

Cornelia. The murder of infants. It is a 
common thing for heathen parents to murder a 
large portion of their children, in the first days 
of their existence. 

Delia. And what is polygamy ? 

Cornelia. Having more wives than one. 

Mrs. Claiborne. How far had these evils 
been remedied, at the time of their removal ? 

Cornelia. Public sentiment was so much 
refined and elevated, that it was accounted 
disgraceful for a man to have more than one 
wife, and for nearly two years the missionaries 
had no personal knowledge of the murder of a 
single infant. 

Talbot. Was there any difiference in re- 
spect to drunkenness ? 

Cornelia. Yes, Talbot, that hateful vice 
bad so much abated, that one g^lon of ardent 
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spirit was not then consumed, where one bar- 
rel was drank* at the commencement of the 
mission. 

Jerome. . I suppose witches found less to do. 

Cornelia. With regard to witchcraft and 
conjuring, the reformation was not so visible ; 
but as the knowledge of divme truth spread 
abroad, Christian institutions were reverenced, 
and, of course^ witchcraft and conjurmg retired, 
aii thej always do, from the light of the gospel. 

Delia. Is it possible, that witches excite 
fear ? I thought they were consulted by per<- 
sons wishing to have their fortunes told. 

Cornelia. Yes; you cannot imagine how 
much anxiety is manifested, lest a person should > 
give offence to one of these miserable creatures. 
A litde girl about nine years old, (niece to 
Catharine Brown,) came to the mission school 
at D wight, in 1822. At that time, she had 
most fearful apprehensions of their power and 
malignity. One day Mr. Washburn took an 
opportunity to make several remarks in schooU 
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upon the subject, with a view to allay these 
fears. This little girl listened with fixed atten- 
tion, but manifested the greatest distress, think- 
ing it the height of presumptuous wickedness 
to doubt their power to punish and destroy all 
who should oppose or slight tlMiai. She was a 
very modest, retiring little girl ; but her feel- 
ings were so much excited, that she could no 
longer refrain from giving her testimony in fii- 
vor of their existence at least, and rising up, 
she said in the most rapid manner, ^ Mr. Wash- 
burn, I seed a witch in mamma's tater patch,' 
and sat down as suddenly. Her kind instruct- 
er took a seat beside her, and in the most gen- 
tle and afiectionate manner conversed with her, 
until all the unreasonable fears which had op- 
pressed her mind from infancy, were dissipated. 

Delia. Cousin, do tell us more about this 
little girl. 

Cornelia. She remained in school till she 
was about thirteen, and then died, leaving the 
most decided evidence of a renewed heart. 
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Mrs. Claiborne. Were any changes effect- 
ed in their domestic establishments ? 

Cornelia. Yes, aunt, very great changes in 
their style of buildings furniture and dress. 
Wigwams gave pigoe to wooden framed houses, 
with floors, wiadowB^ and chimneys ; gardens 
bloomed around these habitations of peace, and 
in some instances of prayer ; habits of compa- 
rative industry had been formed, and cloth was 
manufactured in many families — ^farms^nder 
good cultivation might be found, wifere cattle, 
horses, sheep, and poultry were raised in abund- 
ance. Beds, with handsome coverings, had 
been substituted for skins and blankets, and 
tables, knives, forks, and spoons had been in- 
troduced into the dwellings of a large propor- 
tion of the respectable inhabitants. Of late, it 
is not unusual to see coffee and sugar upon the 
table of a Cherokee, and they have made as 
rapid advances in dress, as in any thing con- 
nected with civilization. Almost all the men 
have laid aside the Indian leggins^ and ^>\\. cs^ 
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pantaloons; hats are generallj wcHm instead of ^ 
handkerchiefs ; both men and women have dis- 
carded the mocasin, and now wear stockmgs 
and shoes. The dress of many women is neati 
and rather tasteful; bonnets and turbans are 
seldom worn, but they generally appear with 
their heads uncovered/ except a few, who weat 
men's hats. 

Jerome. The Indian women from Penob* 
scot wore men's hats, with bands of red bom- 
bazette, aid robes of silk made out of spotted 
red and white bandanna handkerchiefs. I dare 
say they looked and dressed very much like 
the Cherokee women. 

Cornelia. No, cousin Jerome, the Cbero* 
kees are much fairer and more beautiful. It is 
very uncommon to see a mixture of Cherokee 
and African blood, and equally so in New Eng- 
land, to find an Indian without some mixture 
of African or white. I do not recollect one 
among the remnant of tho Penobscot or Narra- 
gansett tribe, in whose veins pure Indian blood 
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flows, and I have seen a large part of both 
tribes. 

Delia. Cousin Cornelia, do you rea% think 
the Cherokee girls handsome? 

Cornelia. Many of them are called beauti- 
ful, by ladies and gendemen of good taste and 
iudgment. One little p:l of twelve years of 
age attended the school at Dwight several 
years ; the missionaries there said when she 
was eighteen, that her person was beautiful, and 
* in manners, she was not exceeded by any fe- 
male of any nation.' 

Jtfrs. Claiborne. Who were her parents ? 
Cornelia. They were ignorant, degraded 
heathen, like most of their tribe ; and although 
this child resided with her mother entirely, un- 
til she entered the mission school, her whole de- 
portment was so perfectly correct, that no per- 
son ever gave her a word of reproof. She was 
a 6ne scholar, and displayed uncommon skill 
and taste in needlework. She early became 
5 
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decidedly pious, and was highly regarded fay 
her teachers and school-fellows. 

Mrs. Claiborne. What became of her, af- 
ter she left school ? 

Cornelia. I believe she was to assist in the 
school, after it was established at the new sta- 
tion. For months, the progress of the schools 
were retarded, and the whole concern thrown 
into confusion. 

Talbot. Who was superintendent of the 
Mulberry station ? 

Cornelia. Dr. Palmer ; he and Mrs. Pal- 
mer went to Mulberry soon after they joined 
the mission, and in a few months, so entirely 
won the confidence and affection of their pupib 
and neighbors, that all were anxious to remove 
to the new station together, and settle -ill » 
body, and they agreed to be as expeditious as 
possible, that the school might not suffer from a 
long suspension of its operations. Dr. Palmer 
called the new station Fairfield. 

J?clia. TVas Dt. Palmer a imtvAaX^t^ 
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Cornelia. Yes, he was a liceDsed preacher 
as well as physician. 

Jerome. What name was given by ^ifiKilS- 
ily at D wight, to the place to which they're- 
moved ? 

Cornelia. That also was called Dwight. 

Talbot. Was it long before the mission and 
schools were again in a settled and prosperous 
state ? 

Cornelia. YeS| cousin Talbot, a much lon- 
ger time elapsed, and more severe trials await- 
ed them than had ever been anticipated. A 
short time before they started, a large party of 
hunters returned from a distance; they had 
pursued the chase almost to the Rocky Moun- 
tains. Immediately all was confusion; the 
minds of parents and children were turned 
from missionary instruction, and for many 
months the missionaries labored with heavy 
hearts — ^they labored so far beyond their 
strength, in preparing the plantation and erect- 
ing buildings at the new station, that one aftec 
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another became feeble; and in June, 1829, 
the Rev. Mr. Finney, one of the exemplary 
and dev)ted pioneers of this mission, was taken 
ill of an inflammatory fever, which deprivetl him 
of bis reason, and soon after his case was con- 
sidered alarming : however it returned at inter- 
vals, and in some of liis rational moments, he 
took an affectionate leave of his family and 
friends, manifesting unshaken confidence in 
God, and a hope full of immortality. It was a 
melancholy circumstance, that Mr. Washburn 

was absent, and did not return until the funeral 

• 

services had commenced. His sudden removal 
, was a heavy affliction to the whole family and 
nation, and many were the tears shed on this 
mournful occasion. Hardly had this afflicted 
family began to dry their tears which had flow- 
ed upon the grave of Mr. Finney, before their 
hearts overflowed with sorrow over the early' 

9 

grave of Mrs. Wisner, who was most tenderijf 
loved as a valuable helper in this mission. Mr. 
Fmney had been in the field almost ten years, 
and Mrs. Wisner nearly nine. 



Cherokee Mission. 53 

Mrs. Claiborne. Were they favored with 
medical assistance ? 

Cornelia. Yes, aunt, they had two physi- 
cians at hand. 

Delia. Cousin, how did it happen that you 
found out all these missionaij doings ? I never 
heard about any of them till you came here. 

Cornelia. There was no subject dearer to 
my mother than that of missions^ and when I 
was a little girl, she used to beguile my work- 
ing hours by relating stories of poor heathen 
children before the kind missionaries went to 
tell them about Jesus Christ, and heaven and 
hell, and how if they would they might get ofew 
hearts, and be fitted for the employments and 
enjoyments of the heavenly state after death. 
She also formed a little society of children of 
my own age, who met at her house every 
week; when she fitted our work, and either 
read or related to us accounts from missions to 
different heathen nations. We always preferred 
the latter method, and she \xa\\^^ ^(r^^^^^ ^^^ 
5* 
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Delia. Do you still meet ? 

Cornelia, Yes; and when yoo visit me, 
you will be invited to attend with us* 

Mrs. Claiborne. I should like to hear how 
Dr. Palmer succeeded at the new stadon ot 
Fairfield. 

Cornelia. It is getting damp— come, let us 
return to the house, and then I will tell you all 
I know* *^j 

Mrs. Summers. 1 cannot go home till I 
have heard the whole that is to be known about 
the Arkansas Indians. 

The party then returned to the parlor, and 
Cornelia related the events recorded in the 
next chapter. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Go, spread the Saviour's fame ; 

Go, tell his matchless grace ; 
Proclaim salvation full and free, 

To Adam's guilty race. 

When they were all settled and ready to 
hear, Mrs. Claiborne said, ^^ I should like to 
hear how Dr. Palmer succeedecl at the new 
station.'' 

Cornelia. Many of the families from the 
neighborhood of Mulberry, foUowed him to 
Fairfield, and in a few days from the time the 
school commenced, twenty little girls attended, 
and ten or a dozen boys, all neady clad. A 
few of them lived at the mission house, but 
their parents furnished the provision. Col. 
"Webber provided food for several of theln. The 
chiefs manifested uncommon interest in the 
school, and co-operated with the teachers in 
carrjring all their regulations into effect. The 
children were forbidden to roaia th&^^\^^ ^sl 
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' play on the Sabbath, and in other respects they 
were placed under wholesome discipline. 

Early in the spring of 1830, an epidemic 
broke out in the region of Fairfield, and many 
Indians died. During its prevalency, the Doc- 
tor was obliged to be absent from the school 
more than he wished, and he used to ride ia 
the night, to save being called off during school 
hours. 

Mrs, Summers. Did he not find a know- 
ledge of medicine of great use to him in gain- 
ing access to the heathen ? 

Cornelia. He did so ; the wife of a princi- 
pal chief, who was greatly opposed to the 6o9* 
pel and to the missionaries, fell sick, and Dr. 
and Mrs. Palmer hearing of it, went directly to 
visit them. The chief was in great affliction 
in view of the approaching death of his wife, 
for whom he entertained an ardent affection. 
He said he was glad to see the doctor, and en- 
treated him to do something for his sufferiiig 
m'/e, if be could. The uBual teoiedleg used 



CheroJcee Mission. 57 

in her disease were applied, and, with the 
blessing of God, were completely successful. 
In a few days she was quite well; and when 
dia doctor called some time afterwards, the 
chief and bis wife expressed great pleasure, 
and the latter set before him the best her house 
aflbrded. The chief said, " I believe if you 
had not come to visit my wife, she must have 
died ;" the tears flowed freely as he made the 
remark, adding, " Within a few days I have 
been thinking much about your business. I see 
you travelling night and day, in all kinds of 
weather, to visit the sick. I go to your house 
and see a large family of chtidren, not your 
own, whom you labor to instruct, and on every 
Sabbath I hear of your preaching to our people 
the word of God. From this time you may 
look upon me as your friends I have been af 
your meetings once or twice, and have heard a 
little of the word of God, and what I have heard 
is good. 1 will now listen to it, and on every 
Sabbath, when it is practicable, my famibj ^^^ 
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myself will be present at the place of worship.'' 
This chief had a beautiful little boy,\ two years 
old, and in one of the doctor's visks during his 
mother's illness he had told the chief, in a play- 
ful way, that he must give the little fellow to 
him, and he would make a doctor of him. And 
after the recovery of the mother, they brought 
the little boy down to the mission house, and 
formally gave him into the doctor's hands. 

Mrs. Summers. This is a beautiful illustra- 
tion of the importance of the practice of medi- 
cine by missionaries among the heathen. 

Cornelia. A knowledge of medicine and 
surgery is becoming more and more a part of 
the acquisition of missionary students, and is 
of incalculable utility in many situations. 

Many of the Arkansas Cherokees have con- 
siderable property, and they expect to pay for 
all the medical attention they receive, and the 
amount already paid by them has done much 
towards defraying the expenses of the establish- 
jneDt. Twenty dollars was presented to him 




at one time by men of influence in the uatioi 
to be expended in medicine, with an iDltmatic 
tliat more might be expected on some futi 
occasion. 

In the summer of 1830, Dr. Palmer hi 
two preaching places ; at one of ihem he wei 
one Sabballi morning to preach as usual, bul 
found several very drunken men making a grei 
noise, who moved off out of sight when ll 
services commenced. These people had bee| 
drinking and carousing all the night previous 
the Sabbath; and after muchconver 
the principal Cherokees, it was agreed that 
effort should be made to form a Tempei 
Society, and that very week Blr. Washburn 
made an address, and tliirteen respectable men 
signed it, and the females proposed to fori 
one among themselves. 

Jerome. Did the Cherokees carry run: 
tbem when they moved to the west .' 

Cornelia. Do; unprincipled white 
wed Ihem w'"h this bane oi inQt^WTO^^wt* 
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ment, and debased and defrauded the pool 
Cberokees, so that multitudes were in a moer 
hopeless condition. When the first member 
signed the constitution of the Temperance So- 
ciety, each made a few remarks. The sermor 
or address which had been made, was foundec 
on these words of the wise man : " Who hatl 
wo ? who hath sorrow ? who hath contentions : 
who hath l}abbling ? who hath wounds withou 
cause ? who hath redness of eyes ? They thai 
tarry long at the wine ; they that go to seel 
mixed wine. Look not thou upon the wio< 
when it is red, when it giveth his color in tb 
cup, when it moveth itself aright : At the last 
it biteth like a serpent, and stingetb like an ad 
der. Thine eyes shall behold strange womeo 
and thine heart shall utter perverse things 
Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in tin 
midst of the sea, or as he that lieth upon th< 
top of a mast. They have stricken me, shal 
thou say, and I was not sick } they have beatei 
me, and I Mi it not : when^Vi^VV 1 vviike I 1 
^Ui seek it yet again." 
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Mrs. Claiborne. What a solemn admoni- 
tion is contained in these verses, and what a 
striking picture of drunkenness ! But, Cornelia, 
do let us hear the remarks of those about to sign. 

Cornelia. One said, " Wo have been hear- 
ing of causeless and disgraceful wounds. I am 
an example of the truth of what we have heard. 
You see these scars on my hands, my face and 
my breast. I received not these in defence of 
my country, nor in doing good. They are 
brands of my shame. I got them by drunken- 
ness." Here the tears flowed, and he with 
difliculty added, ^' But now I hope to drink no 
more, and to expose my life and limbs, only in 
doing good." Another, who had been over- 
come by temptation after observing total absti- 
nence three years, came forward pale and 
trembling, and said, "You know ray weakness. 
You must not lead me into temptation ; and 
when you see me going where I may be tempt- 
ed, you must help me to flee ; our only safety 
is to flee from. teraptaUou." 
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Delia. Did the females succeed ? 

Cornelia. Yes; they soon obtained over 
thirty members, who pledged total abstinence, 
and united to carry forward some plans of be- 
nevolence at the same time. They have en- 
deavored to raise public sentiment against vice 
in its most alluring forms } and when one of 
the members went to a dattce^ she was disci- 
plined for it. 

Jerome, Were the Temperance meetings 
continued ? 

Cornelia. Yes; in February, 1831, the 
number had increased to over thirty men, who 
added a clause to the constitution, requiring all 
the members to refrain from attending places 
of temptation, such as horse-races, gambling 
places, ball-plays, and other scenes of amuse- 
ment. 

^ Mrs, Summers. I always expect to hear of 
revivals of religion in places where the people 
of God make strenuous efforts to promote the 
cause o/ temperance. 
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Cornelia. Well, it was just so among the 
[Dherokees of the Arkansas. In the summer 
jf 1831, there were protracted meetings ap- 
pointed in various parts of the territory, and 
the Spirit of God accompanied the preaching 
3f the missionaries; and at the stations of 
D wight, Fairfield, and Forks of Illinois, sinners 
were convicted and converted, and professors 
were so much revived, that they entered into 
the work of the Lord with great zeal. The 
man, who pale and trembling signed the tem- 
perance paper, experienced religion, and made 
himself very useful in meetings ; he was a con- 
nexion of Catharine Brown, and much thought 
of by his people ; his prayers and exhortations 
were very appropriate and affecting. At one 
of those meetings in the neighborhood of Fair- 
field, the Cherokees built a long shed-like 
bower, and set long tables, upon which were 
placed dishes of cooked meat and other articles 
of food which the people brought with them. 
These tables were surrounded by sevehlY <^^ 
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lindcd him of the compfia^ 
ibe grass by fifties in the days 
The company exliibited a!mo! 
civilization. Many respeclab 
from the while selllements, am 
surprise al the order, decency, 
Ciierokees. Tlie day that th 

'as admioistered, Qve Cberok 
united with ibe church, 
about forty in number, occupii 
selves. In this company 
were seen old men with ho 
of ihe children of the raissioi 
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deeply interestbg revival among the Cherokees 
of the Arkansas, were two of the men who took 
little Lydia Carter captive. You have doubt- 
less read the ^' Little Osage Captive ?" 

Delia. We have. 

Cornelia, Both of these men have join- 
ed the mission church. The wife of one 
of them, the leader of the band at the time Dr. 
Cornelius met him, has joined it also, and two 
of their children are thought to be pious. A- 
mong the female converts was an Osage cap- 
tive about fourteen, whose short history is very 
affecting. When three or four years old, she was 
taken captive by the Cherokees, and lived with 
her captor a year. She was then given to a white 
man, who promised to educate her and. treat 
her as a daughter. But in a short time he sold 
her to another white man, who immediately 
started^ with her, intending to sell her for a 
slave to some of the Louisiana sugar planters. 
Providentially his purpose was made known to 
Governor Miller, who offered a handsome re- 
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ward to whoever would rescue the child. The 
wretch was pursued and overtaken near Natch- 
ez, and the little captive recovered, though 
somehow or other the kidnapper escaped . The 
man who rescued her delivered her into the 
hands of the compassionate governor, who che- 
rished her several months, and then gave her 
into the care of the Rev. Mr. Finney some 
time in 1823. She has ever since resided 
with the missionaries, and acquired a good ed- 
ucation. 

Mrs. Claiborne. What became of her pa- 
rents ? 

Cornelia. It is supposed that they were 
murdered at the time she was captured. 
Ther^ were two Osage girls in Dr. Palmer's 
family, who moved from Mulberry to Fairfield 
with him; but in October, 1832, one of them, 
named Theodosia Johnston, died, aged eleven 
years. 

Delia, Was she pious, cousin ? 

Cornelia. Yes ; her calmness in .view of 
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hlh was surprising to all. She bad given 
"ery salisfaciory evidence of piety, and was 
greatly beloved by ilie family. 

Mrs. Summtrs. Have the schools conlinu^ 
ed to prosper at all ibe stations? 

Cornelia. They have. At Dwight ihey 
are divided into three depariinenis, the boys* 
school, the girls', and the infant school. Tho! 
last embraces eighteen scholars ; the girlr 
school averages ihiny scholars, and the boys* 
acliool contains over forty. The studies st-* 
tended to by them are die elementary branches^ 
and ihe older ones have attended to hisioijr, 
composition, algebra, geonieirj-, fee. Nearly 
all tlif modem improvements la common and 
higher schools have been introduced into ihesQ 
inission schools with good success. 
' Most of the girls have acquired an education 
^icii will be a permanent beneGt to iherasrfve^ 
many of them are quulified for useful 
cliers. They have made very satisfactory 
nncemenl in most kinds of domestic labor. 
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needle-work, he. And for habits of neatness, 
order, and industry, they do their teachers great 
credit. Fourteen of the girls have become 
pious within about a year, and there is still so 
much seriousness that not one child over three 
years of age in the school is indifferent on the 
subject of religion. 

Mrs. Summers. How many converts were 
counted as the fruits of the revival ? 

Cornelia. About seventy. A few months 
ago, Mr. Washburn said the whole field was 
white to the harvest. 

Mrs. Summers. And how many ministerial 
laborers ? 

Cornelia." Only two to labor in a field as 
large as the State of Massachusetts, where in- 
struction is needed in every corner. Mr. Wash- 
burn said in May, 1832, "If all the instruction 
could be given which now seems to be needed, 
there is reason to believe that this whole nation 
would be converted to Christ." 

Mrs. Summers. The revival must have 
been very extensive. 
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Cornelia. It was. Atone time there was ' 
evidence of a special divine influence in every 
neighborhood visited by the missionaries. 

Jerome. Tell ine ihe situation of each sta- 
tion, wiib the names of the missionaries and^ 
assistants, if you please. 

Cornelia. Dwight is on the west side of the i 
Salisa, a branch of the Arliansas, twelve miles j 
above its mouth, and about thirty mil* east of, J 
Fort Gibson. The Rev. C Washburn i' 
missionary. Mrs. Washburn. Mr. J. Orr i 
farmer and superintendent of secular aSain 
Mrs. Orr. Mr. J. Hitchcock, sieward. Mn 
Hitchcock. Mr. A. Hitchcock, teacher. MrsS 
Hitchcock, Mrs. Finney, Miss Slelson, and * 
Miss Thrall, teachers. 

Fairjield is about twenty miles norlb-wesf 
from Dwight. Mr. Palmer, physician, and 
Mrs. Palmer, are all who reside at this station. , . 

kAt the Forks of Illinois, Iweniy miles norlKfl 
Dwight, Mr. anii Mrs. Newton are statione^H 
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Fleming are now oo their way to join this mis- 
sion. 

Sabbath schools and public religious services 
are held at all these places. Mr. Washburn 
spends most of his time in preaching and visit- 
ing in every part of the nation. Dr. Palmer 
has several preaching places. The awakening 
continues, and parents almost universally feel 
that rfS lJ|eir children must have an education. 
Increasing valAe is set upon Cherokee books, 
especially Bibles, and a society has been form- 
ed with a view to furnish the word of Grod to 
the destitute. Two individuals have subscribed 
for six hundred copies of the new edition of 
the Gospel of Matthew, about to be printed at 
New Echota in the old nation. 

Jerome. How does the Temperance Soci- 
ety prosper ? 

Cornelia. Within the past year, large num- 
bers have joined it, and improvement in the 
social and moral character of the people is 
everywhere apparent. The Female Tempo- 
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ranee and Benevolenl Society have prospert 
greaily, and the library they began to colled 
little more than eighteen months ago contain 
about a hundred and fifty volumes. They ia 
tend making it a circulating library, and hoQ 
lo add two hundred volumes to it before 
end of the present year. 

Mrs. Claiborne. That is a plan I adu 
id I should like to send some money or book 
aid the object. 

Cornelia. That is right, aunt, I hope y^ 
will. If you direct money or books lo tb 
Missionary Rooms, in Cornbill, Boston, t& 
missionaries will receive them in due season 
Delia. Are not the Cherokees west oi| J 
Mississippi makfng greater progress in civUii 
HOion than those are in the old nation ? 
A Cornelia. I am not able to say; but fro) 
'tlie recent journals of the missionaries, I sFionI 
think they were making more rapid progress i 
knowletige, considering the number of teachers 
^Bl^y are now building, Vwq ^jwy-kS^s * 
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saw-mill in the same neighborhood ; and most 
of the respectable men are enlarging their 
farms and improving their houses, and the 
schools and every other operation of the mis- 
sion are in a most flourishing condition. 

At this moment the conversation was inter- 
rupted by the ratlKng of wheels which entered 
the yard, and all ran to see who had come. O 
it is uncle and aunt Pelham — it is my father 
and mother, exclaimed 'the children and Cor- 
nelia ; and so it proved. 

The next morning, before the departure of 
Mr. and Mrs. Pelham with their daughter, Mrs. 
Claiborne encouraged them to expect she 
would visit them before winter, and take some 
of the children along with her. Cornelia had 
prepared keep-sakes for her cousins, and soon 
after breakfast she distributed them. To Delia 
she gave a piece of music, and as she put it 
into her hands, she said in a tender tone, 
" Cousin, when you sing this, think of me, and 
p/tjr the Aeathen.'* 
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It was a sad morning to all the rliildron, for 
Cornelia had so much endeared iit-rself to 
them, that ihey began to weep when she put 
on her things and the trunks were brought 
down ; but wher. she gave the parting hand 
and impressed the last kiss, the grief of the lit- 
tle ones became quite clamorcMis, and it was 
long after the carriage rolled from th(i door, 
that IVlrs. Claiborne was able to hush them into 
composure. 

To herself the separation was painhd, and 
with a view to dissipate ijer own sadness, as 
well as to enliven the children, she called upon 
Delia to bring forward the piece of music they 
had so often sung together with the help of 
Cornelia, and see how tliey should succeed 
without her. 

These are the lines, and they simg thein very 
sweetly, and I hope they will soon enter into 
the spirit of tlie scng with deep sympathy. 
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Watchman! tell us of the night, 
What its signs of promise are; 

Ttaveller o'er yon mountain's height, 
(See that glory-beaming star ! 

Watchman ! does its beauteous ray 
Aught of hope or joy foretel? 

Traveller ! yes ; it brings the day, 
Promised day of Israel ! 

Watchman ! tell us of the night; 

Higher still that star ascends: 
Traveller ! blessedness and lights 

Peace and truth, its course portendg^ 

Watchman ! will its beams alone 
Gild the spot that ^ave them birth? 

Traveller ! ages are its own, 
See I it bursts o'er all the earth. 

Watchman ! tell us of the night, 
For the morning seems to dawn; 

Traveller ! darkness takes its flighty 
Doubt and terror are withdrawn. 

Watchman ! let thy wanderings cease^ 
Hie thee to thy quiet home : 

Traveller ! lo ! the Prince of Peace, 
Lo ! the Son of God i» come I 
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